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Continuing Education Credits for Certified Soil Sci entists Due December 31st, 2007
60 Hours Must Be Submitted for the Three Year Perio  d Ending 12/31/07

To maintain active status as an AOP Certified Soil Scientist, con-
tinuing education credits totaling 60 hours must be earned every three
years.

To receive credit, the certified soil scientist must send in documen-
tation of credit being requested.

A report will be sent to members periodically via e-mail showing the
current earned hours.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ALLOWABLE CREDITS

The Board is committed to maintaining integrity on the important
education requirements. When attending training meetings, do not
count lunch and break times. If part of the session is not soils related,
do not count that portion. Time spent in normal job duties are not in-
cluded. Possible ways to earn credits for “Professional Training” would
be:

Actual training seminars on soils or topics related to soils
College Courses

Field Demonstrations

Seminars given by technology vendors

AOP meeting in which a lecture is given by a guest speaker.
College seminars

Professional Meetings

Short courses

Workshops

Distance education

Symposia
Scientific presentations
Distance learning

The Professional Training category was established in the AOP Certifi-
cation Document in 2001. On June 9, 2003, the AOP Executive Council
approved the Board’s recommendation to add three other categories for
earning continuing education credit. The Council approved changes to the
criteria for Authored Educational Materials on February 14, 2006. The addi-
tional categories follow:

Self Directed Study: scientific journals, books, videos.

Professional Service: professional boards, committees and offices
(e.g., society committees, exam committees, standards/ethics panels, certi-
fication boards, editorial boards, elected or appointed offices); community
service related to profession.

Authored Educational Materials: These include technical or popular
papers, bulletins, articles, and books promoting soil science, which are
understandable as a stand-alone document that can be referenced, a prod-
uct of third party publishing, or available for general access and/or distribu-
tion. These also include presentations (including displays, posters, oral
seminars, and web-based materials) delivered by the applicant in a profes-
sional setting. This category is reserved for the preparation of materials
intended for professional audiences.

The AOP Executive Council approved, on June 9, 2003, the Board’s
recommendation for a maximum CEU per category for a 3-year reporting
period and for guidelines for calculating CEUs. The Council approved
changes to the guidelines for calculating CEUs for oral presentations on
February 14, 2006. The approved maximum CEUs per reporting period

Conferences and guidelines for each category follow:
Category Max. CEU per reporting pe- Guidelines for calculating
riod CEUs
Professional Training No maximum 1 CEU per hr (excludes breaks)
Self Directed Study 15 hr 1 CEU per 6-pages of text
CEU = 2x run time for videos
Professional Service 15 hr 1 CEU per hr of activity

Authored Educational Materials | 15 hr

1 CEU per published page

2 CEU per poster

1 CEU per 30-min oral presen-
tation for first delivery; 0.5 CEU

per 30-min for subsequent de-
liveries

Note: Minimum CEU for reporting = 0.5

Since January 1, 2005, the Board has approved CEUs for the following
events:

1/13/05, AOP Annual Meeting: 2 hours training, 2 hours public
service

2/3,4/05, Ohio Water Quality & Waste Management Conference: 8
hours

4/19/05, Trenching and Excavation Training for Sanitarians: 6
hours

7/18-21/05, Northeastern Forest Soils Workshop: 16 hours

8/31/05, Ohio Society of American Foresters Summer Meeting: 4
hours

9/8/05, AOP’s Soils: The Overlooked Element in Post-Construction
BMPs: 6 hours

10/11-13/05, Central States Forest Soils Workshop: 11 hours

1/26/06, AOP Annual Meeting: 1 hour training, 1.5 hours public ser-
vice

2/15,16/06, Using GIS and Digital Soils Information in Project Offices:
12 hours

2/22,23/06, NASIS Training for Project Office Staff Members: 11.25
2



hours

3/6-9/06, Ohio Soil Survey’s Soil Scientist Workshop: 20.5
hours

3/20/06, Ohio Dept. of Health Midwest Workshop: 6 hours

4/30/06, Ohio Fracture Flow Working Group Symposium:
2.5 hours

5/15-19/06, Digital Soil Survey Mapping and Updating: 32
hours

8/11/06, Ohio Fracture Flow Working Group Field Day:
6.5 hours

11/3,4/06, AOP Fall Workshop: 7 hours

1/24/07, AOP Annual Meeting: 4 hours training, 1.5
hours public service

1/25-26/07 OOWA Annual Conference & Trade Show,
9 hours training

2/1-2/2/07, Ohio Water Quality & Waste Management

Conference, 8 hours training

9/28/07  AOP Fall Workshop, 6 hours training, 1.5
hours public service

Complete the “AOP Board of Certification CEU Reporting
Form” dated December 2007 when submitting a request to add
to your credit hours balance. Submitted forms are subject to
audit by the Board. If audited, you will be requested to provide
documentation of your attendance. Registrants should keep
documentation, such as meeting agendas, on file. Completed
forms should be mailed to:

AOP Board of Certification

c/o Steven Miller, CEU Secretary
1974 N 3 Bs and K Road
Sunbury, Ohio 43074



